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Status 

1)13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 11/21/2003 , 
2b)\3 This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3)0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1:30 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) . is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) K The drawing(s) filed on 11/21/2003 is/are: a)S accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction Is required if the drawing(s) Is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriatie paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 1 02 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, nrare than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Smith 
(US Patent No.6. 270.091). 

Smith, discloses a first member; a second member; and an articulation 
mechanism pivotally joining a first end of said first member to a first end of said 
second member (see figure 15, elements 54 and 56). 

Regarding claims 2 and 18, Smith discloses a means for removably 
attaching a user's boot to said first member; and means for removable attaching 
a user's boot to said second member (see figure 7, element 49). 

Regarding claims 3 and 19, Smith discloses an articulation mechanism 
joining the first member and said second member such that said first end of said 
first member could offset vertically a distance greater than 1" from said first end 
of said second member (see figure 2, elements 47L and 47R). 

Regarding claim .4, Smith is silent regarding the articulation mechanism 
joining the first member and said second member such that said first end of said 
first member could offset vertically a distance of up to about 12 inches from the 
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first end of the second member, however in lool<s of figure 2 it is apparent that 
the vertical distance of the articulation mechanics is up to about 12 inches. 

Regarding claims 5,21 and 30, Smith discloses an articulation mechanism 
joining the first member and the second member such that an overall length of 
the articulated snowboard is dynamically variable by a user of the snowboard 
(see figure 9, elements 54,56 and 55) also (see column 1 1 , lines 21-26). 

Regarding claims 6 and 22, Smith discloses the articulation mechanism 
joining the first member and the second member such that an overall length of 
the articulated snowboard is dynamically variable by a user of the snowboard 
within a range of about +- 5 (see figure 9, element 55). 

Regarding claims 7 and 23, smith discloses an articulation mechanism 
joining the first member and the second member such that at least one of a 
lateral edge and a longitudinal axis of said first member remains substantially 
parallel to a corresponding one of a lateral edge and a longitudinal axis of the 
• second member (See figure 17, elements 60L and 60R) also (see column 6, lines 
43-45). 

Regarding claims 8 and 25, Smith is silent regarding the articulation 
mechanism joining the first member and second member such that at least one 
of a lateral edge and a longitudinal axis of the first rnember remains substantially 
parallel to a corresponding one of a lateral edge and a longitudinal axis of the 
second member, while permitting the first end of the first member to offset 
vertically a distance of about -8" to about +8" from the first end of the second 
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member, however in looks of figure 9 it is apparent that the vertical distance of 
the articulation mechanism is about -8 to about +8, 

Regarding claim 9 and 26, Smith discloses the articulation mechanism 
joining the first member and second member such that the second member can 
be urged downward by a user to act as a drag rudder to slow movement of the 
articulated snowboard (see column 10, lines 66-67) also (see column 11, lines 1- 
7). 

Regarding claim 10,Smith discloses an articulation mechanism locks, 
which rigidly joins both board segments to fomn a conventional snowboard (see 
figure 20. elements 72,74,79 and 81). 

Regarding claim 11, Smith discloses an articulation mechanism attaches 
to a central directional ski to increase maneuverability (see figure 1 . element 55). 

Regarding claim 12. Smith discloses an articulation member is linked to 
suspension/dampening to increase performance (see figure 20, element 82) also 
(see column 6, lines 14-27). 

Regarding claim 13, Smith discloses an articulation mechanism allows 
pivoting along the longitudinal axis of both segments giving each board segment 
the ability to carve independently (see column 5, lines 1-22). 

Regarding claim 20, Smith discloses pivotally joining the first member and 
said second member such that said first end of said first member could offset 
vertically a distance greater than 8" from said first end of said second member 
(see figure 9, element 55). 
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Regarding claim 24, Smith discloses pivotally joining includes joining said 
first member and said second member such that a lateral edge of the first 
member remains substantially parallel to a lateral edge of the second member 
(see column 13, lines 13-42). 

Regarding claim 29, Smith discloses a user's left boot to said first member 
and attaching a user's right boot to said second member (see figure 34); and 
maintaining a longitudinal axis of said first member substantially parallel to a 
longitudinal axis of said* second member, while permitting said first end of said 
first member to move vertically relative to said first end of said second member 
(see column 13, lines 13-42. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may hot be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which.the 
invention was made. ' 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 
148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for 
detemriining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at 
issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 
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5. Claims 14,15,16,27 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Smith (US Patent No.6, 270,091) in view of Trott (US Patent 
No.5, 884,933) and further in view of Quarti (US Patent No. 6,616,170). 

Regarding claims 14,16 and 27, Smith teaches a means for removably 
attaching a user's boot to the first member; and means for removable attaching a 
user's boot to the second member; wherein each means is for removably 
attaching is user-rotatable relative to a longitudinal axis of the first member and 
second member (see figure 7, element 49), but does not teach an articulation 
mechanism pemiitting separating the first member from the second member, 
whereupon the first member and second member can be used as one of 
snowshoes and short skis, however Trott does teach first member and second 
member can be used as one of snowshoes and short skis in (figure 1, element 
1 0). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the snowboard of Smith to permit separating of 
two members allowing the two members to be worn as emergency shoes. 

Regarding claim 15 and 28, neither Smith nor Trott teach a folding 
member snowboard, however Quarti does teach an articulation member 
permitting folding of the first member substantially atop of the second metriber 
when the articulated snowboard is not in use. it would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
snowboard of Smith and Trott to permit folding of the two members allowing in 
the reduction of bulk of equipment and making it easier to transport. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Cynthia F. Coliado whose telephone number 
is (571)272-8315. The examiner can normally be reached on mon-fri 8-4. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Chris Ellis can be reached on (571)272-6914. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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